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As our more active church season comes to an end and the slower pace of
summer settles in, it's a good time to become a little introspective and look
back at our church year. | believe that one of the very special
characteristics of our church community is our ability to make God'’s love
shown in the many deeds of kindness and outreach which it so typical of the
people who come here. Many acts of caring are known but so many are
done quietly and only sometimes discovered. Sometimes though | wonder
about how often we pause to consider our own needs, if we remember to
keep ourselves within the circle of our compassion. We need sometimes to
retreat from the reaching out and find time for some reaching in....... into
the places of silence where God can be heard.

| hope that each of us this summer will find many opportunities to pull away from our busyness and
reflect on and rest in the God within. It is there where each of us can be nourished, comforted and
reinvigorated for the complexities of life. It is often in the quiet that our intuitive and imaginative sides
can be reactivated and directed and transformed. So often we think we know what God wants; and
often we do. But taking the time to listen may give us insight that surprises and changes us.

| recently found this beautiful quotation (which had no author noted): “No one is more secure than the
one held in God’s hand. Safety is not found in the absence of danger but in the presence of God in
us.” May we find quiet time to discover the amazing depth and breadth and height of the presence of
God in us this summer.

Blessings on your summer,

Mary


http://www.plymptonucc.org/

Confirmation

This fall we will begin preparation for Confirmation. It's an exciting time for our young people to
consider where they are in their faith life, a time to think about the sure places, the doubts, and a very
safe place to ask questions. We work with a mentor program so each potential confirmand is
enouraged to be thinking about who in the church that they might like to accompany them on this
journey of faith. In August Pastor Mary will send out letters of invitation and some more information
about the program. If you have been in our Sunday School program, we have your name. If you
haven’t been, please let the church know of your interest as soon as possible. Call us at 781-585-
5764 or email Pastor Mary at mdonnellan252@comcast.net. Confirmation is for those who are will
begin the 9" grade this fall or anyone else who is in high school. It will be a great group and a
wonderful year. Hope you are part of it this year!
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SUMMER
music

Our heartfelt gratitude to our wonderful choir and its director, Christian. After June 27th our choir will
take a greatly deserved summer break. Music for summer Sundays will be provided by individual
members of the choir and by Christian. We encourage you to participate in summer worship

services. They are casual, short and peaceful: a great way to continue to keep God at the center of
your summer,
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Yard Sale Wrap Up!
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The yard sale was a success. Thank you to everyone who helped. The baked goods were great and
the company was too! The weather held out and gave us a beautiful day. We didn’t make as much
as last year but when you start out with nothing and end with close to $2000...then we did well.
Hopefully everyone had a good time and | can count on you again. The next yard sale will be
September 2011, so start collecting your stuff.

Kristen Kirkland
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Summer is here and we all need a chance to catch our breath. But, for Sewing Circle members,
please remember that we have lots to do in order to prepare for our November church fair. As we
take it easy this summer, try to think of crafts that we can make for the fair while sitting in an air
conditioned house or out by the pool on a warm, summer day. Do you have an idea to bring to the
group, or just a place to host such an event? Please keep in touch and help us prepare ahead of
time for this year's fair. A successful fair needs the help of all of our members. If you have any
guestions or want to make plans, please call Cindy Bloomquist at 781-582-9457.
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Please join the children of Margaret Keirstead as they celebrate her 80th year.
Monday, July 5, 2010, 41 Crescent Street, Plympton, MA

@ © © @
SUMMER

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Summer Worship Service will begin at 9:00 a.m. starting next Sunday, July 4.

The Church Office will be open on Thursdays from 9:00 — 12:30 in July and Wednesdays from 9:00 —
12:30 in August.

Pastor Mary will be on vacation from July 6™ through August 3. We are very appreciative for the
wonderful people who will lead worship during her absence:

Sunday, July 11 Ami Dion
Sunday, July 18 Rev. Hank Belcher
Sunday, July 25 Rev. Bill McCoy
Sunday, August 1 Rev. Bill McCoy

In case of pastoral emergency, Hazel Gauley (781-585-3700) will know how to contact the Pastor.



CALLING ALL GARDENERS!

We are looking for volunteers to care for the beautiful sanctuary garden during the summer months.
Last year we had some wonderful helpers and as the summer progressed the garden looked more
and more beautiful. If you could, please sign up for a week or two and do some weeding, cleaning
out, trimming or anything that your gardening eye sees that needs to be done. Let’s keep our
gorgeous garden looking gorgeous!

These are the dates when we need help. If you can, please sign up after church service, there will be
a chart in the Fellowship Area. You can also call the office to match your availability to the weeks
that are open. Thank you!

July 4 - 10 August 1 -7 August 29- September 5
July 11- 17 August 8 - 14

July 18- 24 August 15 - 21

July 25 — 31 August 22 - 29

Missions and Stewardship Committee

This year has seen some significant changes for our committee. We added three new people to the
committee but have had to accept the resignation of two, leaving two openings (hint, hint).

Velna Pitts has served the committee faithfully for the last three years, holding just about every
position at one time or another. She has been the driving force behind the Stewardship program and
the outreach to MainSpring. All our best wishes go with her as she begins a new era in her life. We
will miss Velna’s enthusiasm and the piece of our own history she takes with her, but we are
confident that God’s new direction for her life will be a delight and encouragement to others.

Although our summertime activities take us to new places, let us be mindful of our commitments to
our church’s programs. We count on your support of MainSpring through your donations of hot dogs,
rolls, macaroni salad, cash, and your time to deliver the meal on the second Monday of every month.

We also count on your support of the church itself through your faith promise pledges. As attendance
falls off after Easter, so does the giving, to the point at which expenses exceed income. We have an
expression at work, “Pay up or die”, but here at church perhaps we can change that to “Pay up and
Live”!

Susan Vetterlein



For the Beauty of the Earth

Folliot Sanford Pierpoint, born in 1835 in Bath, England, is the author of this great hymn. One day
when he was 29, Folliot went for a walk on a beautiful spring day. He saw the ocean of green, the
blue dome of heaven, and the river Avon winding through the countryside. Overwhelmed with God's
creative brilliance, he wrote this poem.

"For the Beauty of the Earth" is one of the few songs devoted purely to giving thanks. One of the
strange things about the "attitude of gratitude" is that we tend to exhibit it in reverse proportion to the
number of blessings received. The more we have, the less thankful we are.

Ralph Waldo Emerson observed that if the constellations appeared only once in a thousand years,
imagine what an exciting event it would be. But because they are there every night, we barely give
them a look.

God wants to make us people who exhibit thankfulness in proper proportion to the gifts and blessings
we have received. Why not take time to sing this hymn to the Lord right now?

For the beauty of the earth,
for the glory of the skies,
for the love which from our birth
over and around us lies;
Lord of all, to thee we raise
this our hymn of grateful praise.

For the joy of ear and eye,
for the heart and mind's delight,
for the mystic harmony,
linking sense to sound and sight;
Lord of all, to thee we raise
this our hymn of grateful praise.

For thyself, best Gift Divine,
to the world so freely given,
for that great, great love of thine,
peace on earth, and joy in heaven:
Lord of all, to thee we raise
this our hymn of grateful praise.

Taken from Then Sings My Soul by Robert J. Morgan,
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